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" I have chosen to speak to you this mf,"“‘ngNz:,;a
‘subject which is very near to my soul, Thed not
and the Social Graces.” By social graces I fo the
mean an attitude of cheap servility, assumed for the
purpose of currying favor. I mean simply dcunngc .
courteous thing and making a pleasing appearaera.lly
the practice of everyday good manners so gen

The negw ana The S’ocial q'zaces

intellectual, moral and social behavior. They taught
our mothers and grandmothers the dignity of self-rev-
erence and self-restraint. They taught our fathers—
through example and- precept—the proper attitude
toward their women and what was expected of them
in the new freedom which was theirs. These cultured
Christian men and women gave to the students of that

day “Open Sesame” to

lacking nowadays in the
conduct of the average
-young person, regardless
of race.

- My message for the
most part is to that group
of young Negroes from
high schools and col-
leges whose education is

‘ above the average; for

.. - unfortunately many of

- these are inclined to as-

-8ociate all forms of po-
liteness, fine manners,
and social graces with
the slavery time per-

but
dress was born in North Carolina,
The cauthor :l::’:;dpaenu to Cambridge, Massachusotts.
early moved 1 thore, sho won tho friondship of Mrs.
While a schoolgls oz, former President of Wollesley Collage,
Alice Froeman :’::" -5 privileged to know the Eliots, Cabots,
through whom r' ‘m“ gnguished people. Educated for the
Lowells, and othe ghe returned to North Carolina in 1801
teaching professiod started @ Frivate school which, in honor
and, without ::d:mod palmer Momorial Institute. With t:o
o!horﬁon:canormndmm.tll:lhhumm&cwe -
help _o! ifle‘m " t junior college.

appointed .,mavo goars of toaching, Mrs. Brown took ;
Aftor twonly- and-wen~tho—-bacheleris—dsgres
year's leuvos':’ ﬂn::” gocolved two honorary degrees.
Wollesley. 8ho

Sho fools that it Bas win friends among the choice spirits

‘the best culture that the

world knew.

It is perfectly natural
that we want to forget
much that was associated
with slavery and its af-
termath; at the same
time it is very necessary
that we pay attention
to some of the things
gained by our forepar-
ents through intimate ag.
sociation with an aris-
tocracy schooled in the
finer things of life. Wel]

North and South aB

formances of the maid of both sections:

and the butler, and to
discarq anything which
they feel might have
- come out of those days hat
in which their a:cesto:; were slaves. They fc:")ifii; ;i
éven in those days many Negroes were scwere no
the “correct thing,” and that “what th_e¥ demeanor-
taught they caught,” in the way of social or fact
associated with the life of Negroes in the hoo butler
Previous to 1865 to see that it was the Neg:s to the
and mdid who actually taught the social gracm white
children of the aristocracy of the s'outhetsy to the
8Toup; everything from learning how to cuf the ball-
art of walking with charm and grace across es Were
TPom floor. The canons of the social 81:a(i:o:ou:"ly as
learned by those slaves or servants as reliB

eir masters learned the catechism. . jately

Fortunate also are those whose parents, ;mm; dée“tle
after the Civil War, came under the wWis¢ a;at came
tutelage of the flower of the white race te schools,
from the North anq Middle West, built "."vztttems
ecamie their instructors, and were their P

tor.

boon & peculiar privilege to live both
to

may we add to our mod-
ern culture and educa-
tional efficiency some of

—————"'——/

the fine manners of those
. bygone days.
After all, the success of the American Negro de.
pends upon his contacts with other races who, through
. the years, have had greater advantages of learning the
proper approach to life and its problems. The little
courtesies, the gentle voice, correct grooming; a know].
edge of when to sit, when to stand; how to open ang
close a door; the correct attitude toward persons in
authority; good manners in public places, such ag rail-
road stations, moving picture houses, and other placeg
where we are constantly under observation—the acqui-
sition of these graces will go a long way in securing
that recognition of ability needed to cope with human
society, and will remove some of the commonest ob-
jections to our presence in large numbers. ‘
Alas, in our day good manners for both races are

. almost outmoded. In many instances we have lost

the art of fine living. The Negro, with all his hangi.
caps, has now the opportunity of his life to develop
anew the art of fine manners as one of the means by



whicii he may climb. the ladder of success. The
white race, having reached such heights of culture -
in their civilization, ofttimes feel that they can.’

afford to go back'to earlier stages of barbarism, to
sweatshirt grooming, to' hilariqu party and dance
performances. Unfortunately many of our Negro

youth are wont to follow this as a proper way of )

‘life. But in order for the Negro to get even half
the recognition which he may deserve, he must
be even more gracious than others, more cultured,
more cpnsjderate, ‘more observant of little cour-

‘. tesies and ‘social finesse if he would gain a decent
place in the sun. o

' Let us take time, therefore, to be gracious, to

be thoughtful, to be kind, using the social graces

as one means of turning the wheels of progress

~with greater velocity on the upward road to equal

.opportunity and justice for all.’ .
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