“Minutes School Board,”
289

William T. Smith of Lincoln,
member of the sehool board
Jor Mt. Gilead District,
suggested the name.

THE FREE CHURCH
OF 1893

The deed was never recorded,
;Jnd the transaction is first
nentioned in [.C (474
(1903) pa A

Washmgluni:m, Oct 1. 1892
Ibid..Jan. S, 1895,

The. Fise
hffg Free Church was probably
Wilt by either Sam Davis,

Je i
Mhn .-'i.’:.'lr:n. or Arch Simpson.

Ham!l.'rm E i
-nterprise ?
g prise, Oci, /1),

.’(‘rr'wm G Williums !, A Bricf
Ilf.'ru'r Of Bethany Churety ™
”'J.":'Jm e July 7. 1963
Y-anniversgyr rrance
B ary obscrvance

!."

..g”” an unnamed source:

”()r, Bulgin sure could preach.
100k half the money in

Purceltvije with him,

LChg 9l 259

-’.r'(‘n')m],' Loudoun Times-
Harror, Dee, 3, 1935

f;:fmn_r. Hebrew for “house
iripe dates or figs." In

gﬂ‘ KIV (Jonn !,34\:1“

cthany is catled Bethabara.
f}i“!i_rvr churches were 5y
h:ml'm Hamilton (1877): and
; , ;

L Calvary, Round Hil(1892).
Lchp S 258

T |
Perey Grech for ‘rock.

Mirror, N 10, 1911

Ibid | June I, 1921

From records of St Peter’s
l{{i_u' Louiye Jourdan Kilgour
Nichols. Sept. 26. 1977

1;'-‘"1.'11 Constance [yvon, Ma
2. 1975, Sept. 22, 1977

with Alice Scott teaching.

School Board minutes of Jan. 11, 1927, note: “Colored people were heard concerning
the erection of a new colored school at Purcellville. Action was postponed.” A twenty-year
postponement, as the eight-room George Washington Carver School wasn’t built until 1947, i g
on seven acres bought for $2,000 from Joe Cook’s heirs in 1945. In the fall of 1967, black ‘-%
and white children went to school together at Emerick Elementary.

PURCELLVILLE’s first church opened in 1893. Before, Baptists attended Ketoctin,
Methodists went to Harmony, Presbyterians to Waterford, and the two Catholics took the
train to Leesburg. Blacks attended Mt. Olivet Baptist or Grace Methodist, both at Lincoln.
By 1880, Eliza Benedum, Josephine Janney, and Linda Pancoast taught Sunday School at a
platform set up in Dillon’s Woods, and by 1885, this school had been moved to an old frame
house on the pike. On occasion, between 1884 and 1893, a Friends or Presbyterian service
was held at the Purcellville School.

Joseph Dillon donated a quarter acre “for the purpose of erecting thereon a house of
worship for the Presbyterian Congregation” about 1892, and a cornerstone bearing that date
was laid on Oct. 8. Terry Hirst remembers the ceremony: “All I saw were parasols.” By
Jan., 1895, The Rev. E. L. Wilson held Presbyterian services the first and third Sundays, with
other denominations, chiefly Methodists, filling in. The church was called the ‘Free Church’—
open to all denominations. By Oct., 1902, The Rev. J. M. Clymer held Presbyterian services
the first and third Sundays, with The Rev. E. Sydenstricker holding Methodist services on
the second and fourth Sundays.

The Rev. F. A. Strother, newly appointed pastor to the Hamilton Circuit in April, 1903,
remarked: “We are especially impressed with the situation at Purcellville . . . the spiritual
needs of that community are distressing and great to an unusual degree.” That July 2 the
Purcellville Methodists organized, and on Oct. 27 bought the Free Church from the Dillon
heirs and Presbyterian trustees for $625. In the fall of 1924, evangelist E. J. Bulgin led a
revival at the Bush Meeting Tabernacle, and pastor F. T. Ridgeway noted: “About 550 who
were saved or reclaimed during this meeting . .. 103 .. . have united with our church_”

Mary E. and Joseph Dalton Dillon had donated land for a new building on July 29, 1919,
and on this land in 1925, contractor Clarence Case and stonemason Wilmer Baker began g new
church. Its cornerstone, inscribed “Bethany M E Church 1925, was laid Nov. 29, as the
«“purcellville quartette sang stanzas from the ‘Ceremony of Laying Corner Stones.’
Elizabeth Beall Miller suggested the church be named Bethany—that location beyond the
Jordan where John baptized. Its first service was a prayer meeting, held Aug. 21, 1929,

THE REV. S. Roger Tyler founded a “Mission at Purcellville”—its first mention in Sept.,
1910—and held monthly services in Hampton’s Hall. Land for an Epi_scopa] Church had been
donated by Maria B. and Dr. Fenton M. Nichols, Nov. 12, 1908, and in 1911, Arch Simpson
built St. Peter’s, pitching its roof like a Norwegian stave church to let snow slide off quickly,
Mrs. Nichols probably suggested the name—Peter is the apostle of hope. The Rev. Harry B.
Lee of Charlottesville celebrated the first service, Nov. 13, 1911, and The Rev. Roberts Coles
was the first pastor. ' . -

In spring, 1921, ladies of St. Peter’s, spearheaded by LOUISC. J. Nichols, decided to honor
Loudoun men who had died in the Great War. She sent out eighty-five requests for donations
and received eighty-four affirmative replies. For $550 they brought a bronze bell, and at its
dedication, July 16, 1922, The Rev. T. D. Hamari spoke: ‘I name thee Lom.:loun in honor
and memory of all those who served a great cause.” ‘New’ St. Peter’s was built in 1963, its
first service held that Dec. 1.

FATHER VAN Ingleman, a Belgian priest who had been beside his brother as he was killed in
the trenches, held the first Catholic services at the home of Gertrude and Notley Ball prior to
1920. Once or twice a month, Father Van would buggy in from his Falls Church home. That

16



LCDB 9L, 448.

Times-Mirror, June 9, 1921
The announcement was
relegated to the back page.
Bishop O'Connell’s name was
spelled “O'Connor.”

The Capuchins: Founded
abour 1525 and in Virginia
since 1654, were named Jfor
their hoods, called Capuchinis
in Italian,

Lina Grace Baber, The History
of the Purcellville Baptist
Church (1974).

LCDB 9X. 436.

The Mother Church was
organized ca. 1870; built 1880,

LCDB 10N, 128, [29.

From Rachel Re,

ctor Jasper,
Sept.

24,28, Oct. 1, 1977

LCDB B13, 472,

Heralq, Sept. 29, 1949,

The Friengs
(1

Mcetinghouse
894-1917) soon became a

ree Church, wigh varied
Christian services held maonthly.

From Billy w. Harper, Virginia
Mary Smith, The Rev. Wallace
P. Odum, Sr., Ocr. 20-28, 1977,

From Dayig Verner Vauss,
Sepr. 23 1977 The six
Jamilies: Elwood & Rosalie
Grow, Kenneh & Francis
Lowrey, Charles & Elizaben
Luceck, Lester & Anita Walrer,
Jim & Betry Wikey, ang
Raobery Whitton,

THE EMANCIPA TION
ASSOCIATION, CA. 1898

A situation usgravated hy the
1889 electin, of Gor: Philip
W. MeKimme and a renurn

1o ante bellum dilitincdes

LCCR, 285,

Minuges of the Emanc
Association of Loudoun,

APril 9, 1899y omplete |
and fronn Thonay &
Thompyon, 4 ug 10, 1977,
John 1 Berry, Aug. 11, 1977
Minnic Ree e, Sepr. 30, 1y77

ipation

? ishop of
Oct. 20, the Balls gave land for a church to 'ﬂ-le Right Rev. D. J'rg,;of:l:u]’)_BlQ,’zlp.” e
Richmond. Clarence Case built the building, its comersto?e er\l}gzm,S eeEion Iy meniE %
O’Connell dedicated the church that June 5, and took Fat I;tar]h i G S g of
St. Francis de Sales, for the noted Francois (156{7-1622), 1lsl ;)g7 ion St Frencis deiSiles
mercy and heroic virtues were extraordinary. Since Sept. ,1 )
became a parish, the Capuchin Order has cared for the church.

. _ James, and Paul
DR. BULGIN’s great fall revival of 1924 led Dr. C. P Hutchlsoniof;:zelt{:]. e e
P. Popkins to invite other Baptists to a Dec. 21 meeting at H{?m};he Rev. R. P. Rixey every
organized the Purcellville Baptist Church, with services held }’18 1995, O Aptil 26, 1926,
third Sunday. Pastor Rixey preached his first sermon on Jan. 18, egation purchased two
The Rev. Charles T. Taylor became pastor, and that Aug. ?3 the congl;md Otto Kelly of
lots from Hannah H. and George W. Laycock for $390, with Clarence

d the
Rev. Taylor le
Bluemont building the church in 1927-1928. On Nov. 25, 1928, The

first service in the new building.

1ine Workers’
CHRISTIAN services—Baptist mostly —were held intermit‘tently at the :;‘i]l]l?g remained
schoolhouse in the twenties and thirties, but the Purcellville black CodeethO dist services at
without a church until early 1943, when The Rev. Otis L. Jasper hel erty —land of Samuel
the Grace Church (Lincoln) parsonage. The church had bought the prlospo purchase price was
Allen—at auction on May 20, 1933. Eight hundred dollars of the $1, >« than two miles
secured by a loan from Clarence L. Robey. But as the property was:vn shington Annual
from the Lincoln Church, it wasn’t used too often. So in 1942, the Wa Chfzrch -
Conference called The Rev. Jasper to Grace Church to organize an ann_eX]943- Work bega
Purcellville. And at the old parsonage, he held the first service.s C?TI‘S‘/(;?&CC Methodist Chu
on the present church in spring, 1949, with its date stone reading: 130, 1951,
Annex May 29, 1949.” The Rev. Jasper held the first service, April 3U,

ie and G. B-
ON AUG. 15, 1949, the “Pentecostal Church” bought a parcel otf land fr‘Zems ]j:]s the property-
Wolford, and that month The Rev. C. M. Wood led outdoor evening Ste;v rleplyi “If youjIl .
Complaints about “loud” singing and responses prompted M,l" WO'Od » The Assemblies ©
prove by the Word of God that our making noise is wrong, I'll quit. . n ds Meetinghouse;
God Church formally moved from the Silcott’s Springs Orthodox Frie ter Sunday, 1954
Wwhere it had met since 1936 under The Rev. William T. Norman, on Eas pasement. Under
The Rev. Melford W. Secord held that first service in a newly completed

in 1964.
pastorship of The Rev. David M. Slye, Sr., the church was completed in

at
SIXTY-FOUR years after Presbyterian services ended at the Free Chuffghl’l(t)}::ing March 19 )
The Rev. David Voss, met at ‘old’ St. Peter’s on Oct. 2, 1966, and the (zls to buy St. Peter 3
organized their second Purcellville church. Six families contributed fun ame chosen by ]ts- t
from its former congregation. So old St. Peter’s became St. Andrew, a Sught Peter tO (.:hr'lsm
congregation for two main reasons: Andrew was Peter’s brother and br -ican PreSbyte“amS. -
(John 1:41); St. Andrew is a patron saint of Scotland, a cradle of Ame! ¢ the Emancipatio”
BEING A SLAVE once was no hardship if you’ve overcome—the messageFOG‘ welch's farm
Association of Loudoun, organized before 1899. They first gathered-ﬂt ;1d Swampood 4
near Hamilton, and then at various farms and woods between Purcellville a _

1d cope with the
Throughout the Aug. weekends, their peers would tell how a black cou
situations of that day.

On Dec. 10, 1909, the
Association.”

n
rch

faith, led bY

cipatio”
51i8 0 the
ation
d f the

i inty Eman
y officially incorporated as the LOUdour} (,:10Lamong pers
Its purposes were listed: “Tg establish a bond of utm;:lber 45 Emanci
Negro race, to provide for the celebration of the 22nd day of Septe

ent 0
. - the betterm
day, or the day of Freedom, to cultivate goaod fellowship, to work for

1
were fron
: . . irectors, five -
race, educationally, morally, and materially.” Among its twelve dire \n Lewis, a1
Purcellville: vice-president L

, Jol
uther Stewart, Jacob Dade, Henry Jackson 17

4___4



LCDB 9L, 448,

Times-Mirror, June 9, 1921
The announcement was
relegated to the back page.
Bishop O'Connell’s name was
spelled “O'Connor.”

The Capuchins: Founded
about 1525 and in Virginia
since 1654, were named for
their hoods, called Capuchinis
in Italian,

Lina Grace Baber, The History
of the Purcellville Baptist
Church (1974)

LCDB 9X, 436,

The Mother Church was
organized ca. 1870- builr 1880,

LCDB 10N, 12, 129,

From Rache

{ Rector Jasper,
Sept.

24, 28, Oct, 1. 1977

LCDB BI3, 472

Hcrald.S(’p!, 29, 1949

The Friengs Meetinghoyse
(1894.1917) soon became q
Free ¢ hurch, wigh varied

Christign services held monh Iy

From Bitty w. Harper, Virginia
ary Smith, The Rev. Wallaee
P Odum, Sr.. Oct. 20-28, 1977

From Davig v erier Vogg,
Sept. 23, 1977 The siy
families- Elwood & Rosalie
Grow, Kennewn & Francis
Lowrey, Charles & Elizabet)y
Lueck, Lestor & Anjtg Walter,
Jim & Betry Wiley, ang
Robery Whitton,

THE EMANCIPA TION
ASSOCIATION, CA. 1898

A situation
1889 efectj,
W MecKiny
[0 ante belpy

BRravared by the
HEafl Gy Philip
1V aned ¢ retirn
10 @l i oy

and from Thomas |
hr:m,nwu, Aug 10, 1977

Jeshy Berry

Aug. 11, 1977
M

e Reggor, Sepr, 30, 107'7

;

i : 11, Bishop of
Oct. 20, the Balls gave land for a church to T1-1e Right Rev. D. J. ;)V;o?‘lz 1_:) 1951 » Hiifop
ichm ; d. Clarence Case built the building, its cornerstone engr ’ et T rifis T
gl’(éon(r)lzll -dedicated the church that June 5, and took Fathferh\/anoi Sélffeva, hosemofls of
St. Francis de Sales, for the noted Francois (15§7-1 622), 113151 90327 hen e Farpe o G158
mercy and heroic virtues were extraordinary. Since Seplt. ,h 3
became a parish, the Capuchin Order has cared for the church.

. _ James, and Paul
DR. BULGIN’s great fall revival of 1924 led Dr. C. P. Hutc}i{usonéol';lzelt{ ?11. Thonk i
P. Popkins to invite other Baptists to a Dec. 21 mec‘:tmg a:d smfl)‘he Rev. R. P. Rixey every
organized the Purcellville Baptist Church, with services heJ y18 1925. On April 26, 1926,
third Sunday. Pastor Rixey preached his first sermon on aﬂ-h ;ongregaﬁon purchased two
The Rev. Charles T. Taylor became pastor, and that Aug. '23 the nce and Otto Kelly of
lots from Hannah H. and George W. Laycock for $390, with Clare

d the
Rev. Taylor le
Bluemont building the church in 1927-1928. On Nov. 25, 1928, The

first service in the new building.

X ; illing Workers’
CHRISTIAN services—Baptist mostly—were held intermittently a}: tg; ‘;tni tgy mained
schoolhouse in the twenties and thirties, but the Purcfellv1lle blacl Z]d Methodist services at 1
without a church until early 1943, when The Rev. Otis L. J asperhl sty lind of Samue
the Grace Church (Lincoln) parsonage. The church had bought t ;]P 150 purchase price Was
Allen—at auction on May 20, 1933. Eight hundred dollars of the : ,more BT
secured by a loan from Clarence [, Robey. But as the E_Jropefty ";"; Washington Annual
from the Lincoln Church, it wasn’t used too often. So in 19.42, th g oy
Conference called The Rev. Jasper to Grace Church to organize an f;“ 1943, Work be
Purcellville. And at the old parsonage, he held the first serv:ce's ez-lr‘s‘/Gracc Methodist Ch
on the present church in spring, 1949, with its date stone r'eadmg- 1 2, T51.
Annex May 29, 1949.” The Rey. Jasper held the first service, April 30,

Elsie and G- B.
ON AUG. 15, 1949, the “Pentecostal Church” bought a parcel Oi? 1andr5fi::’:; on the property-
Wolford, and that month The Rev. C. M. Wood led outdoor evenmgd Steo reply: “If YDu_’ll ’
Complaints about “loud singing and responses prompted M,r. tho » The Assemblies ©
prove by the Word of God that our making noise is wrong, I’ll qu‘}; 'iér'] ds Meetinghouse,
God Church formally moved from the Silcott’s Springs Orthodox rEastBr Sunday, 1954
where it had met since 1936 under The Rev. William T. Norman, on d basement. Under
The Rev. Melford W, Secord held that first service in a newly Comp]et? 1964.
Pastorship of The Rey, David M. Slye, Sr., the church was completed in
SIXTY-FOUR years after Presby ter
The Rev. David Voss, met at ‘old’ §
organized their second Purcellville ¢
from its former congregation. So o
congregation for two main reasons:
(John 1:41): st. Andrew is a patron

BEING A SLAVE once was no hard
Association of Loudoun, organized

gan
urch

; d by
« fa]ths le
an services ended at the Free Church, that

. arch 1

t. Peter’s on Oct. 2, 1966, and the fOl[Ot‘:]SLglyMSt. Peter’s
hurch. Six families contributed funds e chosel
Id St. Peter’s became St. Andrew, a nﬂﬂ;t Peter ;
Andrew was Peter’s brother and bro?lgan Presby terianis-
saint of Scotland, a cradle of Americ ¢ the Emancipatio”
FOG. Welch's farm
. ampoodle-

1 by its
to Christ

age
ship if you’ve overcome—the me;s If,;
before 1899. They first gathere _lalc ety
farms and woods between Purcellvi

t.h the
d cope W1

» their peers would tell how a black coul

situations of that day.

Ema
On Dec. 10, 1909, they officially incorporated as the “Loudoun Glonmiy
Association.” [ts burposes were listed: “To establish a bond of union ;

Negro race, to provi ion of the 22nd day of Segtf{mb&ire :
day, , to cultivate good fellowship, to work .tOI:tt lrs five we
¥> and materially.” Among its twelve directors,

is, and
John LeWwt
Luther Stewart, Jacob Dade, Henry Jackson, 17

,___—

race, educationaliy, morall
Purcellvile- vice-president




LCDB 8K, 427

THE LIBRAR Y, CA. 1885

Ji
0seph Janney was the son
0f Asa Janney,

Emvrprisr. Feb. 17, 1899,
m::;j;r_:l nu_mm‘. and many
JJ'.')JH"{;' ""m.[.dvd !”" Jutia
¢S wonderful memory.
S;lrl:::f“g“" Purcellville
H)y_,f;,,:‘.' Purceliville vg,
e 1903/

WﬂShiIHd!Olliun.,um- 26. 1900

LChp 0w, 37, 38,

Mi

p{f’“f"‘_’-‘ Town of Purcellville,

i iir:f”“:i Feb. 3, Dec., 1, 1936,
5~ irror, Apyg 2 3

Tune 17 1935 S

Charleg 1 Y

m;urh s Elbert Compher recalls

% twWhen his dad, John W.,

“j‘irln.f they were going to talk

Pm-". a n"m' Trom Berlin 1o

" f(‘l’!l‘h’l’l‘_ “he didn't believe
WOrld sueceed ™

k!‘l‘rror’. Jan. 27 May 27, 1886

! 1‘1_ York City had phone

riee in 1879

PEOPLE AND prACES

\\uid‘ l_’“”"ﬁfrm 's portable
.W |er:.'x"-’)‘l'xtlfljy.’.'iug Dillon's
Oods in the fall of 1901,

jl{m'” Jrom Allin Tibbs
e _f_f_ 1977 o

Dennis Pierce. In Jan., 1910, they bought ten acres in Purcellville from Eliza R. and Eli W.
Birdsall for $1,250. Sallie Hatcher gave them an old log cabin from her place, and Lewis R.
Rector and Lyndon McWashington dismantled it. They brought it to their grounds, and Joe
Cook rebuilt it—their first headquarters.

August meetings, held under a tent, now lasted a week. Five hundred often came to the
Emancipation Grounds—an excursion from Washington and Baltimore, or a walk from North
Fork. Whites would arrange for blacks to use their horse and buggy. Admission, 25 cents;
children under twelve, free. And with the proceeds, black congregations would build their
parsonages and pay their conferences. In 1914, Arch Simpson built a tabernacle to hold
1.200. Admission remained the same until 1931—then 50 cents. Elder Solomon Lightfoot
M,jcheaux preached; Charlotte Haxall Noland spoke. Bands played and horsemen jousted.

Interest wained by 1936, with the last program held in 1970. During its last years, programs
were held the Saturday closest to September 22. -
MR. JOE JANNEY, the jeweler, lost a leg at First Manassas, and the rest of the war drove 3
wagon team. In his shop, about 1885, he had four shelves of books on loan—Loudoun
County’s first public library. For 25 cents a year you could borrow all you want, or else it
was 5 cents a book—with a heavy penalty for overtime.
In 1899, Lillian Davis, Virginia B. Hirst, Linda Pancoast, and Mary Virginia Smith organized
a collection of 407 listings. Charles Dickens led with eighteen titles, William Thackeray was
next with eight. Membership went up to 50 cents a year or 5 cents a book. You could
borrow for two weeks, and after that the fine was 2 cents a day. The library was in Pancoast’s
store until the May 23, 1900, fire, and then, like the post office, it bobbed about.
In June of 1936, Laura A. Cornwell, in honor of her husband Jacob, and Edna H. Ray ang
Eva. H. Wimer, in honor of their mother, Allie Hampton, gave land for a new library. Pypj;c
Works Administration funds paid forty-five percent of the‘ $24,670 cost, the remainder
locally donated, largely through Gertrude L. Robey’s persistence. Our_}ibrary, designed by
townsman Delos H. Smith and built by L. J. Keller and Sons of Knoxville, Md., was

completed Sept. 13, 1937.
IT’S JAN., 1886—nearly a decade after Alexander Graham Bell’s invention—and poleg and

wire of The Virginia and Maryland Telephone .Co. link Lincoln and Purcellville to Lovettsville
and Berlin. The line was one of the first thl:ee in Loudoun:. the others, from Clarke’s Gap to
Waterford, and from Middleburg to The Plams_;. By Miy. lines were strung “from Purcellville
to Union via Lincoln, Silcott’s Springs and Philomont.

EVERYWHERE west of town was Dillon’s Wo?ds or the Pig Woods. You could hike through
to the Blue Ridge and never see daylight. G,ypmes—dark, like Soufthem Europeans—camped
along the pike. If you were footloose, they .d pay you to travel with them to take care of theie
horses. Their wagons and harnesses were brightly colore.d, usuall’y black and red. Sometimes
they’d winter by a farmer’s field, by a haystack._ By spring there’d be a mudhole of manure,
enough to cover a forty-acte field. Gypsy men liked tf) stay }'10me and gamble; the women
went off to beg and tell fortunes. Once a year, at Christmastime, gypsy bands from g1 over

would come together.

John Davis, up at the mill, nicknamed everyone. Places also had nicknames. The low place

on the pike, in the center of town, was Polecat Hollow. Anything west of the Hillsborg Road
was on The Hill; the kids called it Billy Goat Hill. The black seciflon of town was The Line:
blacks called it The Colored Line—the boundary between the whites. After the post offjce was
put in Taylor’s shoeshop—nearly a mile east of the downtown—people began to call that I~

Middletown, ‘half way’ between Purcellville and Hamilton. ‘
Blacksmith Isaac ‘Ike’ Ballenger was the town’s first vet—they called him a ‘horse doctor’—

from about 1883 to 1897. He knew everybody’s horse, and would buy draft horses and s
them into the cities. A horse wouldn’t last more than three years down there. Ike would buy
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