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DOUGLASS, From Bl

and national education officials say

ay be unique. ) .
" ",lrl brings out the best in l;mhd
groups, said county Scht;::;l ‘moa]‘-:'f
Chairman Betty S. Poe rd"mem-
Leesburg. Said School Boar: o
ber‘James D. Callahan, from L
Guilford District, “The m;e;:shap%
thing is that everyone se€

i i ial place,” said
i lass is a spect 3
S m?:'l;gmomer, Clarice Dleterr“:rf
usi rford. She said her ‘?_EE‘E] g
}::;cimproved wonde;lf_ully [IBOI::-
; ills since enrolling a
ﬁl;‘:g?wf:llyear. She gddl??uagtlfrsis
‘ i ndol -
incipal Laurraine
lfll; :T‘lsg?ne of the success to helpers
as Mclntire. ) .
Smf::; I‘ii‘ltj}re, who lives in the we?rl’
foudoun community of L"llamhis'
cr_r(li that in less than two n'mln:dica-
S:!I' nt;er work with spe.cwb hucs
ton upils has helped Inm h'ec ine
.l.mn dpto being patient.” In tsro_
o s Mclntire studies drafting
d?ﬁ:eal; eye toward becoming an
wi

i e jon of the special
Th?io?n::llt;laiﬂllernaque Ceme;:
ef.fczc:ms “sort of evolvi: :j':)ltthe ear
N ording to Landolt.
' 3&10151'13:: building” that ogce;;::
a high scheol and now doul :
iy rmmunit:,r center,'LandoIt said.
as'f‘.f\‘iolhe time it was just a conve-
-ence. The convenience has b%en a
menr.;_ “ial combination,” she said.
i fwcl this winter, when county
~l-Ijgo!aoflﬁcinls proposed repi';:;lng
pr 48-year-old structure mt s
the building, they gave almos! nr
i It to changing the stude_nt_n
thuugl'onnl mix. The new building
53dumt lof the schools’ five-year gaph
m parnpmvemen( progr:,m, W |§
“:'Ilri I'I)le reviewed this spring by the
Bo ervisors.
Bogr'ﬁo'i}r!st;‘f?icials conge'de lha;l Al-
Ltive Center participants avs
mm;l.heir share of suspensions :;;:"
ol discipline at Douglass, k
otho_r_e Dieter said she had no res
b ns about sending her 2-year-
e school with troubled teens.
g ak it's wonderful the way
:Le;fz"?older] kids help out. It gives

them more compassion and a broad-
er scope,” she said.

One recent morning, part of a
class of moderately retarded stu-
dents went on a supervised slfop-
ping expedition, comparing prices
and selecting items needed to make
pancakes in the living-skills center,
one of three programs open to all
those who attend Douglass. The
other programs feature arts and
crafts, and work habits and skills,

In a nearby classroom, teacher
Beverly Dickens worked on com-
munication skills with her severely
to profoundly handicapped students,
some of whom cannot speak. Sev-
enteen-year-old cerebral palsy vic-
tims Susie Begley of Round Hill and
Alex Scott of Bluemont pointed to
pictures and symbols on custom-
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ane makes o bed in the “living okills" class,

Robert Scott, left, reads to Eddie Cooper, who is b]in.d. The sc!

while teacher Sugan Reich leads Matt McCarth

SR Sy

made boards. Alex pointed with a
finger, Susie with an eye,

Dickens patiently asked question
after question: “What's your favor-
itey colar? Your number? . . . Find
the symbol that you want to say.”

Susie wanted to point out a pic-
ture of one of her friends; Alex
studied his board, then selected a
picture of milk, “Milk? You want to
put the milk cartons away at lunch?”
Dickens asked, Alex tapped on the
“yes" spot on his board,

Another day, 13-year-old Alter-
native Center student Robert Scott
of Leesburg came up to Eddie
Cooper, 19, of Purcellville and
tapped him on the shoulder. Eddie,
a blind student of Dickens’, smiled,
knowing that Robert was there to
read to him.

| Alternative Center’s Magic Mix a Success
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hool pairs handicapped students with troubled teen-agers.

Across the hall, 18-year-old Pam
Runions, who lives in Chantilly,
pulled picture cards from a file
box—a cow; a bed; someone drink-
ing, running, pulling. Sixteen-year-
old Eric Miranda of Great Falls, who
is moderately retarded and is learn-
ing English as a second language, ,
grinned broadly from his wheelchair |
as he identified the pictures and re-
ceived accolades from Runions, who
has been helping children at Doug-
lass for nearly three years,

“When Mrs. Landolt first asked'
[me to help the younger children], 1
thought, “Oh no, it's going to be
hard. I'll feel sorry” " for the special
education pupils. But Runions said
this concern was quickly dispelled.
Now, “I want to work with handi-
capped kids” after graduation,

¥, who is in braces after surgery, through some exerciges,
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