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We have heard a good deal about £arm 8id in regent
months.

Ongféz}iftroublu is conceded to be that taxes on
farm property ave high in proporiion to the net income fyom
farms.

A good many office seekers make a great dea; of
noise at times about prospective tax veductions. Because
people are constantly demanding better roads, better schools,
and other improvements costing real money it must be apparent
%o those famillar with tax prébleme that a real tax reduction
on property mey be much hoped for but it 18 not easily achieved
and has never been permanently acconmplisheds Ve might however
give some serious dhmwy consideration to the thought that there
oould be found a way %o stop for years the lncremses in taxes
on farm property.

In Loudoun nearly all school revenue comes from a tax
on property.and a great share of thie ie farm propertye Any
progress fn educational facilities shifts its burden for support
at once to the farms, ‘

The remedy lies in two directions,

The State oan and should inorease its appropriations
%0 echools more rapidly than the increase in school population,
This will help provide better school oonditions, The present
tax on incomes should not be refiuced because this will give the
State less vevenue, reduce ite probable future appropriatione
%0 sohools and the farmer will pay. The present inoome tax

is the falyest tax of all because it ie most nearly based on
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real ability to pry. ,

The FPederal W ?:tic:;iz:pprova the present
bill of Representative Charles Brand of the 8eventh Ohio
dletriot wherein provision is made for the appropriation of
$100,000,000 to the schools of the count¥y. OO 8 pey eupita
basis this would yleld to Lomdoun County ebout $16,000 oy the
- equivalent of a tenegsnt per $100 fax yate. It wounld yielad
%0 V!réinla at large something like the amount Which it hag
received annually for years from the Federal Goveynment for
roads, It would put the Federal Government On reeord ag
aonsidering eduwoation as important as road bullding and meine
tenanca. ' |

The fundamental problem herein involved s whethey
such an important Punotion ae educstion ehoudd be left %o
émaner lccalitlies to solve and £inance oy whether the lavger
units, State and Pederal Governmont ghould $norease the amount
0of thedr participation, The most diffloult problem of odne
gation is f£inanolal, During the iaalf dentury since the
Stateewide education was inauguvated In Virginia the cost of
the State Mohool ayotem has increased many £0lde But there
hae come about in our vhole matiomm great industrial chenge,
Vealth is now more conscentrated in a fow placea than ever 'b@efore.
Thia consentrated wealth yepresonts the unearned lmopoment of
the bualness operations of great flnnnolal corporations, The
wealth f£iows f£rom the labor of men who worls on farme, ia mines,
forests, faotories, eto,, Bonttered throughont our otate and
natlon, £70m our poturel resources and £YOm GONSUMOrS eVerywhore.
The State and Pederol Gevernment have the abllity to tex the
ventera of wealth and distribute the resulting locome in thope




poo¥er 880t ions which have undoubtedly contributed to that wealth
but whidigain but 1ittle therofrom beosuse the accumulated
profits are not re-inveasted in thelir midst.
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Vhatever our viewa on States' rights or on the “$oo -
much gongcentyation 6f powar" themes may be we at least should
regognize the inevitable trend of industrial oconcentration and
ghape the..afﬂara of our State and Hatlon to meet those ohanged
oondiflonao




