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Much interest has been aroused in Virginia by the introduction
of a bill in the General Assembly by representatives from the Norfolk
area which provices that §5,000,300 of revenue now being derived from
the automobile license tazes be zjoropriated to schools, Tiie pro-
fessional road people of the stata are zttempting to beeloud thé issue
by makiug it appear to be a ficht between the schocl and road advo-
Fates over money that is pormally conceded to belong to roads. So
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far &s we can le
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arn the schodl administraters and teachers are having

0

very 1ittle if any part in the proporal. The issue is clearly three-
cornered. The gauestions are & Euall the State of Virginia contiaue

unciiecked and without delzy ite admirable program of higaway inprove-

ment? Or shall some of thils money, not all, be diverted to schoals
0 thut these bulwarks ol democracy ¢an in scme measurable degree

maintein their standards of 1929-30, and in ad 'ition shall the bax
payers be afforded needed relief? .
The transfer of this fund to sehonls would yield Loudoun County
about $43,000 on a per cuiita basis. This éum-requires a taﬁ of fileh
30 cente on the $100 of aszsessed valuation. It would enable Lhe
county boarﬁ of supervisors to reduce the county school tax from'80
:

cents Lo 80 cents. If 3,000 property holders ir Loudoun County

have property assesgsed at §5,0 0 each, it would ssve to each one of

theit #15,003 next year. In Loudoun County the interest of the
tgx payer weighs mightily overlvgainat the possible delay in improve-
ment of rogd projects. Likewl e the interest of the children in |
many parts of Virginia weighs nmishtily ovér against the desire Bf
the people for better roads, i

Sound public policy at this time should dictﬁﬁe to nnbiased‘

thin&ers a course lilke this,
Keép the schools up %o thelr present standards and open for -ﬂ
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tef:ﬁé equal to those of 1929-90. 'Lower salaries of teachers a -
"'r'éasonablé amounﬁ and lower' other school costs. Defer all school
bu;lding con:truection e_xeept in case of absolute r‘éciuirement ‘oi‘"spaggaa

- Keep the roads :!_n their presfent stae of repair but postpones all new.
' co'nst,ruct.ion, excepht such aS nay bé require;d‘ to secure the benef‘it ol 4
] ngeral sppropriations. ‘Pass along to the tax payers the millions

ot dollsrs thus saved.
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e szeredness of the sPeclal road funds_ 1s no more vital tei{'.ﬂ Y

‘the future welfupe of éur gemocracy ther the 1(7‘4-‘5'9 destiny of our
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i bundreds of thousends of Virginig youth not than the salvation of
) NN _property ot | ety
i 4 | thousands of prxpex holders who fece confincation for taxes and ¢
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activities that have- been suspended for three months.
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However downcast or discouraéeﬁ we might feel it will help us
all if we ean accept the philosophy that the great .destiny of the
human race is to prepetuate its own kind in a higher and better form.
Through the public scho.ls every citizen of our county is afforded
opjﬁrtunity to have a continuous part in tiis high calling.. Their
opporturities come in the form of the payment of the capitation and
otirer taxes for the pupport of schools, in rendering direct and posg-

tive service through Comuunity Leaguss or Parent-Teachers! Associa-

tions, in the assumption of a friendly attitude toward the ;rna:‘
cause of education which may manifest its outeomes on Pumerous occa=
sijhs; an& in many other ways.

| Soon our school will be ppeﬁ again, Four and one-half
théus:nf ehildren, one hundre@ anl ifty teachers, onesupervisorz

of schools, fifteen Janitors and seven school bus drivers will resume

As superintendent of schools i is m urpose to lay beforec
P Yy purp 3

ﬁ_ our- teaching staff three main objectives which are :

1. A substamtial increase in the atteandance. Rt

2. A substantial increase in the number of pupils promoted. W

8. A reasonable practice of economy on the part of e?er&one in
school expanditures with the main objective a nine months! ,
school term. ‘ ‘ ‘ j
At least oné«half of Gie 306 ch.ldren who Were as an average L ';E
absent from school each day 3ast year should have been present. |l
The responsibilit? for the regular attendance of children is upoﬁ =
bgth.teachers and parents. Children absent from sehool can no ] —' Qﬁ
3

more expect to gain their full reward of training than can men

‘absent from work expect to be paid, Some of the absences are due e
' v

o poverty. I am hopeful that local leagues will take some inter- :f

est in these eases and mmiex render such aid as anay enable the childs
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ren where there is actual want to attend school.

An improvement in attendance w1l* autondtically increaqe the

nunber promoted. That 1270 of “ouaoun‘s xchildren failed to.
conplete their‘grades in 1931-32 is zn appalling thoughte. There
are many causes. Soue of these are beyond our control. Ve

Ought', however, to take thought in the very begimning of the
aporoaching school year and endeavor by evéry possible means to firve

e?ery child in wehool at once with the ambition %o do the year‘s- :

work aceceptably. There mus" be no lowering of standards to gain
|

in the number promoted. We need to have bebter attendance and

better work done.  We have undoubtedly.vathered tdoether’the best

equipped corps of teachers wlio ever took charge of the school system
' oFILoudoun County« Tae challenge for the gains desi;ed will be
gladly an& enthusiastically received b} them. It is proper that
'we’expect results, '
A téru of nine months is of great importance. It 45 2 well
fenoim law among peﬁagogueg that the amount of learning whiel 1s
j forgotten is in very direct prosortion to the.length of time the !
I;,:thing learned is not used. Hence, 1f there be less learming by
:reason of a shorter term and more forgetting by reason &f di%use
‘aver a longer wacation period our loss becomes magnified.
a There is & very wide-spread attitude smong people that the

/ gcvernment should cure the depression hy huge expenditupes of money;

This 8Ppliesﬂto Federal, State and local units of government. The

| éxpenditures for governuental purposes should bear sone relation touhfﬁ"

the financial cond!tion of the taxpayers, Qur income fur schubls
is greatly reduced for this year. The shousnt 'of the income is

QVen uncértain, ~ However, the school board and auparintendent mu#t"“'

deelde uhat expenditures should be made and by tdhpti;g a rather . .<7

aetare ctiiﬁua- of saying™o" to maay ef the domahna 'hieh are bexgg ﬂ'
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be brought wiﬁhin the present estimated révenueﬁ

e (e fi‘ In additlonx to these prablems ye shall expect to give soma

atﬁbntion to the need of inculcating in the minds of our boys and

]

girls the need for reSPect for and obedience to authority of pa“ents,f;'
teacher, and governent,  Our efforts must be directed toward ;(
the eliuination of ‘the possibility of our puhlic school prnduets '»w
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the exponents of coﬁnunism or similar dactrines of! gaveruyt
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hikewise the t.imes 1n which we. live Jpstify some added a\:‘h@
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“;?ﬁf mhe vast haginess 09 traihinz the h&dies, m@ﬂdﬁ andf
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., The following is a list of text books which will be uséd in | .
!  our Schools next yearx and the prices, Those marked with a '
b . star are new books for this year in the particular grade listed,

_Théuhigh school texts are not always used ink the particular grade W
!j;lig%sdﬁ lhenever any school can secure a sufficient number of | '

VB,pies of the old text book for uhe class the new book will not be
P qulred to be used- |

.“e'sﬂhnal board has.cantracts wwth E@ktarsonﬁh;‘i“
!s Eamim&e: Btm'e, ,Pumeill;v .fw‘g and
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