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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

RICHMOND

Decenmber 26, 1924

Eng.

guperintendent 0., L. Emerick
Purcellville, Virginia

Ly dear lir. Imerick:
I shall be very glad to see you on
lionday the twenty-ninth. I hope you can arrange
to be at the Department promntly by two o'clock.
After our conversation, we can arrange
for the appearance of your delegation before the
State Board at its next meeting.

With best wishes, I am

Yours very truly

Harris Hart
cuperintendent of Fublic Instruction
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Loudoun County l

COMMOMWEALTH OF VIRGINIA

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION o
Y:eS: 7/
December 31, V
T

Supts Os L. Emerick 5 J : Q
Porcellville, Virginia ? ? 3

RICHMOND

Dear Nr. Hmericl: p
Dear Iir 2—‘"-3 :
Let me thank you for your letter of the 30th instant/

I am very sorry indeed that I did not see you during your visit to
the Department.

1 have not had an onportunity to confer with Lir. Hart with reference
to the high school situation in Loudoun County, but I should be inclined to
recommend to the State Board that we accredit the Waterford School in Loudoun
for this session, because at present a small section of the road between
waterford and Leesburg is unimproved. Of course, this would be upon condition
that certain minor deficiencies, such as unsatisfactory sanitary conditions, be
improved. The enrollment at Unison-Bloomfield is so very low that I should
hesitate to recommend that it be accredited after this year. I am willing,
however, to accredit this school for this session,even with its low enrollment,
if the other conditiors outlined in my previcus letter to the principal are met.
I can see no excuse for the existence of the Lucketts High School as a separate
unit, since it is only six miles from Leesburg and on a splendid highwsy, but
if some plan of consolidation between Iucketts and Leesburg can be effected by
another year, I am willing to accredit Lucketts School this session.

I realize that it was rather a shock to the people of these three
communities to have these schools removed from the accredited list, and they
certeinly wonld not have been dropped if it had mot been for the fact that 1
found them so far below the minimum standards for accrediting that I could not
conscientiously accredit them under the regulations of the State Board of Education,

I see no necessity for the appearance 0f your delegation, and I am
1ad that you prevented it. I assure you this Department desires to do whatever
s reasonable and right with respect to your division.

o
g
i

However, I am not willing to ask the State Board of Lducation to change
the standards for accrediting high schools in order to meet the conditions in
one county. It would be far vetter,in my opinion, to make an exception in Loudoun
than to change the State regulations,

With best wishes, I am

C

Sineerely yours

- I
b f 4 <=
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o ipureellville, Virginia\

' COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA = =
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
T RICHMOND g o e B

: L . January 5, 192440, :
v osum b (8 B Bmerdele: N

) e

I have youn, letter of the 3rd instent, and am frauk to say that I am
at o loss t0 xmow Jjusv wnat the people of your county desive or expects . o

iy dear iirs Bmemicic:

“You state in your letter that  the representatives of these schools were.
“thinking of the future status of their schools and that they expected to come
before-the State Board of Bducation to ask that the mew regulations be changed
. 80°that these schopls could be aceredited in the futunes I can hardly see why
this delegsftion should be so rmch worried over the new reculations when, as. a
matter 0f fact; 1o one of the three schools dropped from the list met the old
requirements for. acevediting thot;liad been in effect since 1919. ITor instance,

. the old regulations stated that an enroliment of not less than thirty-five -
pupilsimust be maintained in theé high" school department if a .school was to-be -~
accredited. In this connection I wish to refer you to Paragraph 6, D. 6, Of the

old iarmal and Courses of Study for the digh Schools-of Virginia. iow, the -
Unison-Bloomfiedd High School had an enrollment at the time I-inspected it 2 few
weolks ago of twenty-three, Lucketts High School had an enrollment of. twenty~six,
and the Wabtowford Zchool an enrollment in the high school department of thirty.
You must ednit that all of these schools were falling below the minimmm enroliment
as provided in the old regulations, '

In addition to insufficient enrollment they were also found to he below
minimum: requiréments with reference %0 laboratory apperatus aad equipment ,
teachers! certificates, and sanitavy conditions, all of which would have Ikept
the schools from being accredited under the old regulations tnatb had been in

effect for Bix years. How, I hardly thipk it is fair or reasonsble for &
delegation from Londoun to come before the State Board of Bducation snd ask it
to lower its standards, even those regulations that were .in effect for BixX years,
in order that schools in one county of the State may he accredited under such
.conditions, . As I wrote you on December 81, I am perfectly willing to reconmmend
. %o the State Board of Zducation that it make any reasonable exceptions to any
commumity ‘in Loudoun County that is inaccessible to another high sehool, but I
am mot willing to ask the State Board of Bducation to change dts regulations

50 as to permit these schools to be accredited under all the unsatisfactory con-
ditions that I found exisbing. The¥e might he, for imstsnce, a ressonable
oreuse for contimming schools on the accredited list, even though they fell
below the minimim enrollment, 1f they were meebting the other regulations in a
satisfactory mammer, but there is no excuse for insdequate libraries, inadequate
laboratory equipment, unsatisfactory laboratory work, insanitary conditions,
teachers teaching subjects for which they do not hold certificates, emd taachers
in cherge of as high as £ifty-one pupile in three different grades. If it had
beern found that these three sc¢hools ''were meeting the old repulations in a
satisfactory manney, they would have bheen continied on the-aceredited 1ist.

Furthermore, lr. Infbrick, I do not:think it wise or to the best interest
of these schopls that ere belng represented for this delegation to arpear before
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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

RICHMOND

1= C‘% Jamiary 6, 1924,

/’_/
::”I-\tl O« Ls Emerick
Furcellville, Virginia

My dear Lir. BEmericl:

I find that 1 overloo¥ed omne paragraph of your letter
on yesterdsy in which you asked how to compute the per capita
cost of instruction in the high school and the elementary grades
as provided by Section 11 for accrediting.

The procedure outlined in your letter is correct, if
yon mean that the salaries of the high school teachers only are %o
be considered and that the »wnils enrolled in the high school
department are to be considereds In other words, the salaries
of the high school teachers, including the principal, should be
added together and the total divided by the mumber of pupils
enrolled ir the high school department. Then the salaries of all
of the elementary teachers of the county should be added together,
and the totsl divided by the number of pupils enrclled in the
elementary schools. These two quotients are to be used for
comparison in determining vhether or not a school meets the con-
ditions outlined in Section 7. The minimum enrollment mentioned
in these requirements means an average attendance,

oA

Let me say again that this Department is ready to
accredit any high schools in Loudoun County that meet the old
requirements which have been in effect for many years.

With kindest personal regards, I am

Sincerely yours

MLC/D //
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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

RICHMOND

January 9, 1925
Loudoun County

Superintendent 0. L. Emerick
Purcellville, Virginia

Iy dear 1lr., Emerick:

Soon after your visit when I saw the letter
Vre. Combs had written you, it occurred to me that the
policy outlined was just as satisfactory for Loudoun county
2s any action of the State Board could possibly be. I
really thought that we would have more latitude using our
diseretion in accordance with this letter than we would
likely have if the matter came up before the State Board
for express action. If, however, you and members of your
board feel that the conditions set up in this letter do
not meet your needs and want to present the matter before
the State Board, we shall be very glad indeed to have you
appear &t about three-thirty or four on Jamary 20,
The Board will probably not adjourn for lunch until late.

With best wishes, I am
Yours very truly

Harris Hart
Superintendent of Public Instruction
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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

RICHMOND

January 13, 1925

Loudoun County

Supe rintendent 0. L. Emerick
Purcellville, Virginia

My dear MNr. Emerick:

I have read with interest your letterl of
January 10, This letter I am asking lr. Combs to
read, and after conference with him, which owing to his
absence must be delayed for & few days, I shall be very
glad to write you.

With best wishes, I am

Yours very truly

Pk
v s (O

Harris Hart
Superintendent of Public Instruction




